PokerStars weekly round-up: Tuesday 15 June 2010 

The scores so far

The 41st World Series of Poker in Las Vegas is now more than two weeks old. After some earlier cashes, the ranks of Team PokerStars Pro continue to score in all manner of events. Dario Minieri reached the final table of Event 15, the Seven Card Stud Hi-Low Split-Eight or Better, finishing in eighth and collecting $52,366. Event 16, a $1,500 no-limit Hold’em event, may have been won by EPT Barcelona champion Carter Phillips, but both JP Kelly and Andre Akkari reached the money. 

Daniel Negreanu also reached a final table, this one in Event 19, the 2-7 Draw Lowball Championship, a finish worth $26,004, and his fellow Team Pro Chad Brown finished 13th for $19,272. However, the best result in that event, and indeed the week, was reserved for German Team Pro George Danzer, who narrowly missed out on a bracelet, finishing third for $115,295.

Team PokerStars Pro Jason Mercier and PokerStars sponsored player Michael Keiner also walked away with cash finishes in the pot-limit Omaha event, while Alex Kravchenko added to his good start, narrowly missing out on the final table of Event 21, the $1,500 Seven Card Stud event, finishing ninth for $10,057.  Canadian Team PokerStars Pro Pat Pezzin is proving he’s one to watch this year with four WSOP cashes under his belt already. 

To keep track of the highs and lows of their progress you can find daily coverage, of the factual and irreverent kind, in the PokerStars World Series Diary on the PokerStars Blog. For more details, go to: www.pokerstarsblog.com
The Big Game

Yesterday marked the start of the PokerStars Big Game, a new show set to broadcast across the United States on the FOX network and one that boasts a stellar line-up of players. As well as Team PokerStars Pro Daniel Negreanu, who fronts the show, the likes of Tony G, Doyle Brunson, Phil Hellmuth, Phil Laak and Ernest Wiggins are ready for some high stakes poker. 

Ernest Wiggins?

While his name may not be as well-known as some of the others, Wiggins, from Washington DC, is fully qualified to appear on the show after a series of PokerStars freerolls. The freeroll winners, dubbed “Loose Cannons”, receive a $100,000 stake from PokerStars with which to take on the pros. Any amount they win over and above that stake they get to keep.

While not wishing to give anything away, the show has already seen some great action and a full broadcast schedule can be found on the Big Game website (http://thebiggame.pokerstars.net/). 
PokerStars are adding every full episode of the PokerStars Big Game to PokerStars.tv, the day after it's aired on FOX. In addition to this they are compiling 'Hands of the Week' and 'Too Hot for TV' every Friday. The direct channel link on PokerStars.tv is: http://www.pokerstars.tv/poker-channel-221-the-big-game-2.html
World Series or World Cup?

Team PokerStars Pros may be raking in the cash at the World Series, but one Team PokerStars Pro has been notable for being absent from poker’s business end - former World Champion Peter Eastgate. Eastgate is skipping the World Series build-up and intends to play the main event only. The reason? Well, there are a couple, but the main one is Eastgate’s love of football, which means his summer will be spent not in the heat of the Nevada desert, but in the chill of the South African winter watching the World Cup. 

As he explained to the PokerStars Blog, Eastgate has no desire to pursue a second bracelet in the smaller buy-in events in the run up to the big one, seeing little need for validation. After all, since his main event victory, Eastgate has won a side event at the PokerStars Caribbean Adventure, come second in EPT London and reached the final table of EPT Deauville. Instead, the Dane will seek vindication in a good performance by the Danish national team. An indication that Eastgate may be returning sooner rather than later is that Denmark has lost their opening game to Holland.

PokerStars qualifier Bertrand “ElkY” Grospellier

It was quickly billed as one of the most eagerly awaited qualifying events in poker; the winner of an all-star line-up securing the last available seat in this year’s unique Tournament of Champions at the World Series of Poker. The winner would be Team PokerStars Pro Bertrand “ElkY” Grospellier. The Frenchman may only have one cash finish so far in this year’s series, but this result in the WSOP Academy Tournament of Championship qualifier puts him into one of the game’s most exclusive events. 
He defeated the likes of Sorel Mizzi, Andy Bloch, Paul Wasicka, Michael Mizrachi, Liv Boeree and Gus Hansen to win entry into the Tournament of Champions, which will begin on 27 June. It features 27 players, 20 of whom were voted on by the public, while the likes of Annie Duke, Joe Cada, Barry Schulman, Mike Sexton and Mike Matusow all received automatic places. When just nine players remain they will return for the final table on 4 July. Keep tabs on the action when it begins on the PokerStars Blog at: http://www.pokerstarsblog.com 

Head over to Daniel’s place

PokerStars have announced a brand new area of their site which will be dedicated to one of their biggest stars, Team PokerStars Pro Daniel Negreanu. This new corner of the lobby, called Daniel’s Room, will contain exclusive high-stakes cash game tables designed and endorsed by Negreanu himself. Not only will it be an opportunity to take on the poker legend, but players who impress could be invited to take part in a future PokerStars TV show. The room, with tables marked in the lobby with a red “DR” symbol, is an all no-limit affair with minimum buy-ins of 100 big blinds and a 250 BB maximum. Limits will range from $20/$40 ($10 ante) through to $100/$200 ($50 ante). To check it out, go to the PokerStars Lobby, or for more information see: http://www.pokerstars.com/poker/promotions/daniels-room/
That’s June taken care of

The World Series may be offering poker players all they could possibly want stateside, but for those biding their time before heading west to the desert there are all sorts of events taking place elsewhere. The PokerStars world comes alive in June, with four events inked into the calendar. The PokerStars Australia New Zealand Poker Tour (www.anzpt.com ) event in Canberra, Australia has just ended with Australian poker pro Jason Gray winning AUD $95,930.  As that finished, the Italian Poker Tour event in San Marino (http://www.pokerstars.com/ipt ) began, running 14-21 June alongside the PokerStars Baltic Festival (http://www.pokerstars.com/poker/promotions/festival ) which kicks off on 16 June in the Estonian capital Tallinn. Then, as things wrap up on the Baltic on 19 June, it’s just a few days until the United Kingdom and Ireland Poker Tour (www.ukipt.com ) reaches Killarney in Ireland for the next leg of the tour’s first season. You can find details of all these events on each of the tour websites.

Canada wins Americas Cup

The PokerStars Americas Cup came to a thrilling climax last week when Canada overcame the United States to take the honours in one of poker’s most unique events. As national pride took over from personal ambition, Canada, led by Team PokerStars Pro Greg DeBora, lifted the trophy, leaving the United States the runner-up. After two preliminary rounds the two North American power houses squared off to play five heads-up duels. With the score left at 2-1 to Canada, the two team captains faced each other for what would ultimately prove to be the decider, where DeBora got the better of fellow Team PokerStars Pro Dennis Phillips, his pocket eights beating Phillip’s suited ace-queen. Red and white for the winners, but no red, white and blue. For the Canadians, there was a cheque for $50,000 to split five ways and a trophy to remember the occasion - good reward for a 14 hour final day. Third place went to the Mexican team, coached by Angel Guillen, who beat Colombia taking fourth place. In fifth was Argentina, sixth Chile, seventh Brazil and finally eighth was a team comprised of players from all Latin America. 
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