Get online to SCOOP the lot
With the live tournament scene quietening down until the World Series, attention has shifted to the online world with the eagerly awaited start of the Spring Championship of Online Poker. SCOOP’s popularity is due to a combination of guaranteed prize pools – a total of $45,000,000 this year – and the three tiered buy-ins that allow everyone from the highest of rollers to the small stakes recreational player to take part. Each of the 38 events has three buy-in levels, making for 114 titles to play for. It began on May 2nd and concludes on May 16th with a two-day main event that features buy-ins of $109, $1,050 and $10,300. For more information on SCOOP, go to the SCOOP website at http://scoop.pokerstars.com/
The SCOOP Channel, including highlights and show schedule, can be found here:

http://www.pokerstars.tv/poker-channel-134-scoop.html 

A first class ticket to Nottingham

The big European Poker Tour events may have ended for the season, but the small regional tours continue to attract the attention of players around the world. Next up is the United Kingdom and Ireland Poker Tour event in Nottingham, starting next week, where the Dusk Till Dawn Card Room will host a festival of poker and the next leg of the UKIPT’s first season. With a buy-in of £500+£60, a sell out field is expected, with the most recent event of the tour in Coventry selling out and creating a prize pool of £184,000. For more information on the event go to the UKIPT website at http://www.ukipt.com
We’ll always have Paris

Another regional tour is underway; it’s also the newest on the PokerStars calendar. The French Poker Series started in Beaulieu-sur-Mer this week, the first stop of a seven leg series that will take in stops in the north and south of France as well as a trip across the Mediterranean to Morocco. Team PokerStars Pro Jose Barbero from Argentina won the inaugural event, winning €40,123 ahead a field of 149 players. The tour, with a buy-in of €1,100 for each event, now heads to Divonne-les-Bains in September, before events in Saint-Amand-les-Eaux, Lyon and Forges-les-Eaux. The dates for the Morocco leg and the grand final in Paris have yet to be confirmed. For more information about the French Poker Series go to http://www.francepokerseries.fr/
The road to Macau

The Asia Pacific Poker Tour’s fourth season gets under way in less than three weeks time, kicking off in the Grand Casino Lisboa in Macau. It’s a prime location to re-start Asia’s most popular poker tour, attracting the very best players from the region and beyond. Last year Dermot Blain beat a field of 429 to a first prize of $541,072. This year’s APPT Macau, which starts on Tuesday 18 May, will feature numerous side events, including a charity tournament and a show-stopping high roller. After Macau the tour heads to Auckland, New Zealand, Cebu in the Philippines, and Sydney, Australia for the finale in December. There’ll be full coverage on the PokerStars Blog and for more information go to the APPT website at http://www.appt.com/.
Filling the gap, LAPT Peru

The Latin American Poker tour was an event short earlier this year, after a devastating 8.8 scale earthquake struck Chile, forcing a cancellation of LAPT Vina del Mar. But a few weeks later that gap in the poker calendar was filled with what is now the next stop on the tour – LAPT Lima, in Peru – ahead of the Grand Final later this year in Argentina. The Atlantic City Casino in the upmarket Miraflores area of the capital, a long time venue for big tournament poker, will host the $2,700 buy-in Peru event between 1st and 5th June. There will also be a full range of side events, including the LAPT high stakes cash game, which makes a return, and as usual satellites will be running on PokerStars. As expected, you can find full coverage of this new event on the PokerStars Blog (http://www.pokerstarsblog.com) from 1st June.

EPT season comes to an end in Monte Carlo

The sixth season of the PokerStars European Poker Tour came to an end last week with the main event Grand Final playing the season out in the Salles des Etoiles ballroom, part of the Monte Carlo Bay hotel, in Monaco. After a long and tense final table, Nicolas Chouity from Lebanon was named Grand Final Champion, having kept an overwhelming lead from start to finish. Chouity knocked out six of his seven opponents to win a first prize of €1,700,000 last Friday night, beating Josef Klinger heads-up. A total of 848 players had paid the €10,000 to take part just days after Liv Boeree won EPT San Remo a few miles away across the Italian border. For more details, go to the EPT website at http://www.ept.com. 

Well not quite... 

The main event brought the Grand Final to a close…almost. There was still the final table of the high roller event to play, a €25,000 buy-in featuring a who’s who of poker, the very best from around the world. In contrast to the cagey main event finale, the high rollers barrelled their way through an action-packed last day, ultimately won by German Tobias Reinkemeier, who defeated Olivier Busquet in a short heads-up battle. Reinkemeier, who finished sixth in the high roller event at the PokerStars Caribbean Adventure, won €956,000 for first place, ahead of a field of 113.

And the winner is...

With all events except the high roller done and dusted, players set a course for the Karement Club in Monte Carlo for the EPT Awards. The lavish ceremony, hosted by Team PokerStars Pros Vicky Coren and John Duthie – who is also the creator of the EPT – awards players in various categories. Chief among them was EPT Player of the Year Max Lykov, who as well as winning the season opener in Kyiv also performed well in side events throughout the season. William Thorson took the award for best Omaha player, while Kevin MacPhee, winner of EPT Berlin, was voted winner of the Best Performance award by peers. Allan Baekke won Achievement of the year having won EPT Snowfest and finishing 12th at EPT San Remo a few weeks later. The Czech Republic won country of the year, thanks mainly to the results of Jan Skampa and Martin Kebhrel. 68-year-old retired businessman Pierre Neuville was named PokerStars Qualifier of the year after he won seats online to ten of the 13 season six events and finished second at EPT Vilamoura.

